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SABDABODHAMIMA MSA

PART I - THE SENTENCE AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

In this first volume of An Inquiry into Indian Theories of Verbal Cognition, the author,
assembling the view of different $astra-s (Nydya, Mimamsa, Vyakarana, Vedanta...)
examines the following theories and subjects: the theory according to which word is
ameans of valid cognition, the definition of word as a means of valid cognition, the
nature of the sentence, its sense, and what makes it intelligible, the theories of
anvitabhidhana and abhihitanvaya, the notions of syntactic unity and plurality,
syntactic expectancy, logical consistency, phonetic contiguity and the general
purport of the sentence, the sphota theory: all views and notions the knowledge of
which constitutes the first step in the analysis of verbal cognition.

Professor Ramanuja Tatacharya is one of the senior authorities in the fields of Nyaya,
Vyakarana, Parvamimamsa and Uttaramimamsd. Since retiring as Vice-Chancellor of
the Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha of Tirupati, he has been associated with the
French Institute of Pondicherry as Honorary Professor.

Professor Ramanuja Tatacharya has published commentaries on the higher texts of
Nydya such as the Nilakanthaprakasika, the Gadadhari on the Pancalaksani,
Caturdasalaksani, Paksatd, and Avayava. His commentary on the Muktavalidinakart is
awaiting publication. His work entitled Pratyaksatattvacint@manivimarsa is an
interpretative exposition of the Pratyaksakhanda of the Tattvacint@mani of Gangesa.
He has critically edited and commented on the Pratyaksakhanda and the
Anumanakhanda of that work. In the field of Vydkarana he made a critical edition of
the Jndpakasangraha of Nagesa with his commentary, the Vivrti. He has also written
an independent work entitled the Jridpakasangrahaparisista, with an auto
commentary. His commentary on the Gopdalasahasrandmastotra entitled the
Bhagavadgunaratnapetikd may best be characterized as a bhasya thereon.

In recognition of Professor Ramanuja Tatacharya’s profound scholarship, His
Excellency the President of India has conferred upon him the Certificate of Honour
for Proficiency in Sanskrit, and the Head of the Sri Raghavendra Svami Matha at
Mantralaya and the Vedantadesika Sampradaya Sabha, have bestowed on him the
titles of Tarkavdcaspati and Sastraratnakara respectively. He has also received the
Ramakrishna Dalmia Srivani Alankaran of the Ramakrishna Dalmia Srivani Nyas,
and Vacaspati Puraskar of the Birla Foundation.



